








 

Litany – Remembering God’s Provision for Us 

 

A: O God, our Provider, you created us and fed us. (Gen 1:26-31) 

B: You called us out of slavery into a land of milk and honey,  

A: And fed us in the desert on the long journey into that abundance. (Ex. 16:1-36) 

B: You established your covenant with us that we might receive the bounty of your 

blessings as we dwell in harmony and justice. 
A: “Obey all the Lord’s laws and commands and you will have all you want to eat and will live in 

safety.” (Lev. 25:18-19) 

B: In your wisdom, you arranged periodic corrections of our tendency toward 

accumulation and injustice. 

A: “Every third year, set aside a tithe of food for the Levites, who have no inheritance, the aliens, 

orphans, and widows, that they may eat within your towns and be filled.” (Deut. 14:28-29 and 

Deut. 26:12-13) 

B: “Every seventh year, cancel the debts of those who owe you money.” (Deut. 15:1-6) 
A: “The fiftieth year shall be a Year of Restoration, a Year of Jubilee, when slaves will be returned 

to their families, debts forgiven, property restored to original owners, and freedom proclaimed to 

all inhabitants of the land.” (Lev. 25:8-10) 

B: In your special caring for the marginal ones, you established a safety net to provide for 

those falling through the cracks. 

A: “When you harvest, leave some for aliens, orphans, widows.” (Deut. 24:19-22 and Lev. 19:9-

10) 

B: “When a countryman becomes poor, be generous to him. The poor will be with you 

always, so be generous to them.” (Deut. 15:7-11) 

A: When we lost sight of your justice, thereby rendering our worship empty, your prophets spoke 

out to correct us. 

B: “Is not this the fast I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the thongs of 

the yoke, 

A: “to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 

B: “Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
A: “and bring the homeless poor into your house?” (Isaiah 58:6-7) 

B: Your son began his public ministry proclaiming the Year of Jubilee, the freeing of the 

oppressed and good news to the poor. (Luke 4:18-19) 

A: He cared for the hungry in feeding the multitudes. (Matt. 14:13-21, Mark 6:30-44, Luke 9:10-17 

and John 6:1-14) 

B: And was willing even to violate the law so that his disciples would have food to eat. 

(Matt. 12:1-8) 

All join: Make us aware, O God, of our responsibility to carry out your will in provision for 
those in need. Amen. 

 

(From “Moving Beyond Band-Aids” by the California Council of Churches) 

 



 

Other Prayers  

 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for making the earth fruitful, so that it might produce what is needed 

for life: Bless those who work in the fields; give us seasonable weather; and grant that we may all 

share the fruits for the earth, rejoicing in your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

( Collect from The Book of Common Prayer) 

 

Creator God, we pray to you from the midst of your creation. We ask you to love and sustain this 

Earth; and to love and sustain us, who cling to it as it spins on its course through the cosmos. 

Teach us to love the Earth as you love it: help us not to take it for granted. Creator God, you 

made us in your image: teach us to be good stewards of your creation. We pray in Jesus' name.  

Amen.  

(Episcopal Peace and Justice Ministries Jubilee 2000 Manual) 

 

Lord, to those who hunger, give bread. And to those who have bread, give the hunger for justice. 

(Latin American Prayer from www.eco-justice.org) 

 

 

The hungry man needs bread and the homeless man needs a roof; the 

dispossessed need justice and the lonely need fellowship; the undisciplined 

need order and the slave needs freedom. To allow the hungry man to remain 

hungry would be blasphemy against God and one’s neighbor. It is 

for the love of Christ, which belongs as much to the hungry man as to myself, 

that I share my bread with him and that I share my dwelling with the homeless. If the hungry man 

does not attain to faith, then the guilt falls on 

those who refused him bread. To provide the hungry man with bread is to 

prepare the way for the coming of grace. 

But what is happening here is a thing before the last. To give bread to 

the hungry man is not the same as to proclaim the grace of God and justification 

to him, and to have received bread is not the same as to have faith. 

Yet for him who does these things for the sake of the ultimate, and in the 

knowledge of the ultimate, this penultimate does bear a relation to the ultimate. 

It is the penultimate. The coming of grace is the ultimate. 

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER (1906-1945), Ethics 

                                    

 

           

 

 



 

HUNGER IN NEW YORK STATE…SOME QUICK FACTS 

 

  Over 2,000,000 New Yorkers rely on Emergency Food Programs, or soup kitchens and food 

pantries each year. More than 1,200,000 people in New York City rely on Emergency Food 

Programs each year.1 

 

  America’s Second Harvest estimates that more than 900,000 New Yorkers rely on Emergency 

Food Programs, or soup kitchens and food pantries, each week.  

 

  A high percentage of Emergency Food Program guests are the working poor: 35% of client 

households have one or more members that are employed. Over 75% of Emergency Food Program 

guests have incomes below 130% of the poverty level and more than two thirds of people [67%] using 

Emergency Food Programs are living at or below the federal poverty level. 2 

 

 During 2006, an average of 1.3 million New York City residents, including over 400,000 children, 

lived in households facing food insecurity. This number was an increase of 1.4% over the previous 

three-year period.4 

 

  While 20% of New York State's children are living below the poverty level, 11% of these children are 

considered to be in extreme poverty because the household’s income is below 50% of the poverty level. 

These statistics are higher than the national levels which are 17% of children in poverty and 7% in 

extreme poverty. 3 

 

 An estimated 340,080 children in NYS are hungry, according to the Nutrition Consortium of New York 

State.  

 

 During the summer months, the problem is more acute when children, who are most affected by 

hunger, don’t have access to school-based meals. 

 

  Women and people of color are over represented at Emergency Food Programs. 

 

  While demand for emergency food is increasing, the Food Stamp Program is sorely 

underutilized. Only 53% of eligible people participate in the program in New York State. 5 

 
1 Hunger in America 2006: The New York City and State Report, Food Bank for NYS and City Harvest, 2006 
2 Ibid. 
3 Annie E. Casey Foundation, KidsCount, 2003, www.aecf.org/cgi-bin/kc.cgi?  
4 New York City Coalition Against Hunger, http://www.nyccah.org 
5 Giving New York’s Children a Fair Start in Life: Supports for Working Families, Children’s Defense Fund, NY 
2005 

                                                   
 


